FROM: Interested Organizations and Individuals (below)

DATE: May 29th, 2025

RE: Urgent Request to Legally Appeal the Termination of Awards Under the
Environmental Justice Thriving Communities Grantmaking Program

TO:

Research Triangle Institute

attn: Tim Gabel, President and Chief Executive Officer
Janelle Armstrong-Brown, Co-Director, REACT4EJ TCTAC
James Harrington, Co-Director, REACT4EJ TCTAC
Daniela Pineda, Director, Thriving Communities Project

We hope this letter finds your organizations and staff as well as can be expected during this
time. We stand with you in solidarity and grief at the unlawful termination of the Environmental
Justice Thriving Communities Grantmaking Program (EJTC) and the Thriving Communities
Technical Assistance Centers program (TCTAC). Through our work with and in communities
across Region 4, we understand how desperately this funding and technical support was
needed by local governments, nonprofits, and community agencies. We especially express our
sympathy at the cuts to personnel, programming, and resources that RT| has been forced to
make as a direct loss of these programs.

The undersigned individuals and organizations from Region 4 urge RTI to consider legal
intervention to protect and restore these programs so communities in need can apply for funds.
Now is the time for solidarity: all IRA grant recipients who received funds and are being
unlawfully denied them must stand together in contesting termination of the grants.
Furthermore, our judicial system is affirming the reversal of these terminations at multiple levels,
indicating a strong possibility of success.

The decision to revoke this critical funding not only undermines the work of frontline
communities disproportionately impacted by environmental harm, but also violates the principles
of fairness, due process, and the commitments made under federal environmental justice
initiatives. These funds were legally awarded to pass through to communities struggling to
recover from disasters, rectify environmental injustices, and improve the health, homes, and
lives of residents in historically ignored areas of our Region. As grantmakers, you have a moral
obligation to fight for this funding and protect those same communities that have historically
been left behind.

According to Lawyers for Good Government, there should be no reason to support the
termination of legally obligated funds except in the circumstances identified under 2 CFR
200.340, which include non-compliance and reasons specifically stated in the terms and
conditions of your specific grant agreement. We as external parties have no knowledge of
contract details, but with the information publicly available to us, we believe there is a strong
legal basis for action.



If your organizations need additional capacity or resources to legally intervene, we strongly urge
you to connect with the Environmental Protection Network and Lawyers for Good Government
at FPC@L4GG.org or through their client intake form to avail yourselves of the assistance they
are offering and to possibly join future litigation. Time is very limited to act, as many grantees
only have thirty days to formally dispute their terminations.

Please speak out about the funding you have been denied after expending enormous amounts
of time, capacity, and resources to secure it. We will support you in any way we can as you fight
to get back the funding that you were awarded. Our communities need and deserve this
funding, and we are counting on you to exercise your legal rights on their behalf.

Signed,

Michelle (Meech) Carter, North Carolina League of Conservation Voters Foundation
Deborah Hooker, Citizens' Climate Lobby -- NC Central & Cape Fear Region Chapter
Dr. Jovita Lee, North Carolina Black Alliance

Nancy LaPlaca, LaPlaca and Associates LLC

Will Eley, Piedmont Environmental Alliance

Annette Hayes, Grind Vine Consulting LLC

Randy Lucas, Lucas Tax and Energy Consulting LLC
Dale Evarts, Climate and Air Quality Solutions

Anya Gordon, Dayenu Triangle Circle

Vickie Atkinson, ChathamCAN

Daniel Lamson, Indian River Neighborhood Association
Anita Scott Neville, Hayti Reborn

John Brooker, Conservation Voters of South Carolina
Alex Campbell, NC Budget and Tax Center

Susan Lindsey, member of IRA Coordinating Group
Russell Outcalt, member of IRA Coordinating Group
Gary Smith, member of IRA Coordinating Group

Sally Robertson, member of IRA Coordinating Group
Rob Myers, member of IRA Coordinating Group
Nicholas Gower, member of IRA Coordinating Group
Nichole Sanchez, member of IRA Coordinating Group
Matthew Mayers, member of IRA Coordinating Group
Hannah Miller, member of IRA Coordinating Group
Megan Pendell

Jessica Rowe

Robin Smith

Tara Brown
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